Standing Council on Health
(meeting as Australian Health Workforce Ministerial Council)

Secretariat

Post Office Box 344

RUNDLE MALL SA 5000
Telephone: (08) 8226 6191
Facsimile: (08) 8226 7244

E-Mail: secretariat@hcdsmec.sa.gov.au

Mr Colin Waldron

Chair

Optometry Board of Australia
GPO Box 9958
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

Dear Mr Waldron

Thank you for your letter of 10 July 2012, recommending that the Australian Health
Workforce Ministerial Council (the AHWMC) approves the revised registration standard for
continuing professional development (CPD) for optometrists, as submitted by the Optometry
Board of Australia (the Board).

I am pleased to advise that pursuant to Section 12 of the Health Practitioner Regulation
National Law Act, as in force in each State and Territory, the AHWMC decided on
Friday 9 November 2012 to approve the revised CPD registration standard.

Ministers note the advice that the Board decided to bring forward its review of this mandatory
registration standard as there were significant amendments and issues that needed to be
clarified for the profession. In approving the revised registration standard, Ministers noted the
Board’s advice that the revisions will provide greater clarity and flexibility for optometrists,
while maintaining a CPD registration standard that provides for the protection of the public.

We trust that the AHWMC’s approval will enable the Board to implement, as soon as
practicable, the revised CPD registration standard simultaneously with the board-approved
amended CPD Guidelines.

Yours sincerely

Mm CW

Michelle O’Byme
Chair
Australian Health Workforce Ministerial Council

28 November 2012

ce: Director Board Services AHPRA, Chris.Robertson(@ahpra.gov.au






